
Call for Papers 

Language contact, variation and change across borders: Diasporas, mobility, barriers 

(Editors: Michele Bevilacqua, Rita Calabrese, Mikaela Cordisco, Rossella Latorraca) 

Focusing on the topic of language variation in the context of global movements and language 

contact, we invite to explore the role of language in spatial and social mobility across geographical 

and cultural borders, to discuss the role of language in the contemporary world, where spatial and 

language barriers are becoming increasingly permeable. Although the topic is currently a much 

debated one, we think that a variationist perspective is particularly suitable to see how new linguistic 

practices challenge existing norms and categories of belonging. 

 

We invite the submission of papers on original and unpublished studies including, but not limited to 

the following topics: 

• language contact issues in migration contexts and their impact on language change and on local 

languages 

• language, identity, belonging and otherness 

• language and mobility 

• translation and translanguaging in migration and diasporic contexts 

• language variation and change in migration and diasporic contexts 

• all aspects of language variation and change in new Varieties of languages in migration contexts 

• synchronic/diachronic analyses/perspectives in the domain of language variation and change and 

migration. 

The Call for Papers is open to general linguists as well as linguists specialized in different languages 

through different channels.  Contributions, written in English, should focus on results from 

completed as well as ongoing research, with an emphasis on current approaches, methods, and 

perspectives, whether descriptive, theoretical, or corpus-based. 

Abstracts (300 words) should be submitted to rlatorraca@unisa.it by 31 March 2022. 

 

Deadlines for the publication process: 

 Abstract submission: 31 March 2022 

 Notification of acceptance: 30 April 2022 

 Accepted paper submission: 15 September 2022 

 Accepted contributions will be published in 2023, in Testi e Linguaggi, 17 
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